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‘BFA Art and Design Exhibition’ opens April 25 
April 19, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---The main gallery of Morehead State University's Claypool-Young 
Art Building will host its "2018 Annual BFA Art and Design Exhibition,” April 25 through May 
9.   
The third annual show is an opportunity for MSU Department of Art and Design B.F.A. 
degree candidates to exhibit as emerging artists in a large group exhibition. 
The exhibitions open with a reception featuring live music by MSU Jazz students and 
complimentary refreshments on Wednesday, April 25, from 5-7 p.m. All B.F.A candidates will 
give brief artist talks about their work starting at 3 p.m. in the gallery. 
Participating artists include: Kaitlyn Campbell, Prestonsburg; Meghan Courtney, 
Florence; Sarah Farmer, Winchester; Maggie Flanagan, Morehead; Gabriela (Stefany) Moran, 
Winchester; and Sean Porter, Morehead. 
The gallery, within Claypool-Young, features contemporary art for the MSU community 
as well as the University’s service region. 
The gallery is open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. or by appointment, and is 
free and open to the public. Parking is available on Main Street and across campus after 5 p.m. 
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‘Little Shop of Horrors’ slated April 17-21 
April 13, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Department of Music, Threatre and Dance will 
present “Little Shop of Horrors” at the Lucille Caudill Little Theatre in Breckinridge Hall, April 17-21 at 7:30 
p.m. and April 22 at 2 p.m. 
“Little Shop of Horrors” is based on the film by Roger Corman. Screenplay written by Charles Griffith. 
Little Shop of Horrors is a horror comedy rock musical, about a hapless florist shop worker who raises a 
plant that feeds on human blood and flesh. The musical is based on the low-budget 1960 black comedy film The 
Little Shop of Horrors. The music in the style of early 1960s rock and roll, doo-wop and early Motown, 
includes several well-known tunes, including the title song, "Skid Row (Downtown)," "Somewhere That's 
Green," and "Suddenly, Seymour." 
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for seniors, children and non-MSU students, and free for MSU students 
with a valid ID. 
The cast will include:  
The People of Skid Row ............................................................Ensemble 
A Voice Not Unlike God’s ...................................................Quincy Swain of Louisville; 
Crystal ................................................................................Haley  Fecher of Mt. Sterling;  
Ronnette ............................................................................Hannah Maggard of Whiteburg; 
Chiffon....................................................................Eliza   Eaches of Wheelersburg, Ohio; 
Mushnik ..................................................................Bugs   Reinhardt of Minford, Ohio; 
Seymour...........................................................................Charles Jenkins of Morehead;  
Audrey..........................................................................Kayla    Holbrook of Sandy Hook;  
Wino 1 ......................................................................................Andrew   Hall of Ashland; 
Wino   2 ...........................................................................Hannah  Holbrook of Grayson; 
Customer 1 .........................................................................Hannah Gipson of Louisville;  
Interviewer..................................................................................Robbie Freeman of Berry; 
Orin (Dentist)............................................................................Jackson Hurt of Richmond; 
Audrey II (Voice) ............................................Joseph Knagenhjelm of Proctorville, Ohio; 
Audrey II (Puppeteer).......................................................Jacob  Dowell of Nicholasville;  
Customer 2 .......................................................................Emily   Chaney of Pikeville; 
Bernstein ..............................................................Tag   Sadler of West Portsmouth, Ohio; 
Mrs. Luce..............................................................................Makayla Reed of Falmouth; 
Skip   Snip...........................................................................Dejah  Garner of Lexington;  
Patrick Martin........................................................................Quincy Swain of Louisville; 






Trent, Blevins participates in National Service Recognition Day   
April 4, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead Mayor Jim Tom Trent and Rowan County Judge-
Executive Walter Blevins joined more than 5,200 elected officials from all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico stood together in support of AmeriCorps and 
Senior Corps and VISTA Programs. 
Trent and Blevins participated in a national day of recognition Tuesday, April 3, to 
highlight the impact of national service in their cities and thank individuals who serve. Together, 
the elected officials represent more than 216 million citizens. 
National Service Day of Recognition is designed to spotlight the impact of national 
service and thank those who serve. Trent and Blevins signed proclamations declaring April 3 
National Service Day of Recognition in Morehead and Rowan County. 
The two heard from Kentucky AmeriCorps program directors and members, VISTA 
members, and the Retired and Senior Volunteer program director about the services they provide 
to the Morehead community. 
These services include tutoring and mentoring in the schools, financial counseling for 
low income families, assistance with transitioning families of violence or homelessness to safe 
and affordable housing, case management to homeless families, volunteer assistance at local 
nonprofit agencies such as St. Claire and Christian Social Services, organizing the Build-A-Bed 
program which provides beds to school age children that do not have a proper place to sleep in 
their homes. 
 “Our 75 active retired and senior volunteers provided 10,576 hours of service to Rowan 
County which is equal to $198,537 dollars in saving at minimum wage,” said Teresa Judd, 
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program director.  
“The AmeriCorps, VISTA and Senior Corps members serve our community every day to 
make it stronger, safer, and provide services to the most vulnerable citizens in our community. 
These services would not be possible through existing staff due to funding and budget cuts in 
schools and the non-profit sector. We want our community to know how hard these members 
work to make a difference. They are truly appreciated,” said Mary Claire Williams, MSUCorps 
project director.     
On April 9, 2013, the first-ever Day of Recognition for National Service united mayors 
across the country to spotlight the impact of national service and honor those who serve. 
Altogether, 832 mayors in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, Guam, and Puerto Rico 
officially recognized the work that AmeriCorps members and Senior Corps volunteers are doing 
to make cities better and stronger. 
Additional information is available by contacting Williams at 606-783-2719. 
#### 
  




Front row, from left, Rosita L. Napoleoni-Milan, member coordinator; Mary Claire Williams, 
MSUCorps project director; Judge Executive Walter Blevins, Morehead Mayor Jim Tom Trent, 
Teresa Judd, RSVP director; and Dr. Dan Connell, assistant vice president for regional education 
and outreach. Back row from left, Marilyn Smith, executive director Gateway House; Ashley 
Tackett, Homes for All Member serving at Frontier Housing; Vicky Cooper, administrative 
assistant to the Adult Education and College Access Programs; Justin Slone, RSVP associate 
director; Alex Blankenship, Kentucky College Coach member; Nate Merritt, Kentucky College 
Coach member; Zack Smith, Nate Merritt, Kentucky College Coach member; Helisha Tyerk, 
RSVP; Christa Webb, Gateway House AmeriCorps Vista; Jacey Mann, Gateway House 




Albert named interim provost (approved by JH) 
 
April 13, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Dr. Jay Morgan, president, has named 
Dr. Bob Albert to serve as interim provost and vice president for academic affairs. Dr. Albert 
will serve for a one-year duration beginning July 1. 
Albert will succeed Dr. Steven Ralston, who will retire June 30. 
“Over the course of the next few months, Dr. Ralston and Dr. Albert will be working 
closely together in order to provide for a transition that assists our campus and provides 
leadership in academic affairs. I would like to thank Bob for his willingness to serve in this 
interim capacity,” Morgan stated in a campus-wide email. 
Albert joined MSU’s faculty in 1995 to teach courses in finance. He served as interim 
dean for one year before being named dean of the College of Business in July 1999. 
An MSU graduate, he earned a bachelor’s degree in English in 1984 and a Master of 
Business Administration degree in 1985. He completed his Ph.D. degree in finance from the 
University of Cincinnati in 1992. 
Dr. Greg Russell will serve as interim dean of the College of Business and Technology. 
#### 
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MSU-SBDC presents Anglers Bait-N-Tackle with certificate of recognition 
April 27, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
PRESTONSBURG, Ky.---Kaleb Rodebaugh always knew he wanted to be an entrepreneur but never 
dreamed it would happen at such an early age. At only 21, he opened Anglers Bait-N-Tackle in March 2015, 
with the assistance of the Morehead State University Small Business Development Center.  
The opening came 20 years to the date which his grandparents opened the same business, in the same 
location. 
Anglers Bait-N-Tackle sells hunting and fishing licenses, fishing poles and accessories, snacks and live 
bait.  The company pride itself on being a family ran business. Customer can regularly find Rodebaugh, his dad, 
Dwayne, and mom, Kay, in the store. 
Anglers Bait-N-Tackle believes in giving back to and being involved in the community that they live 
and work in.  It sponsors programs like “Casting for Kids” a weekend long event of fishing which helps the Big 
Sandy Shrine Club Transport Shrine kids from Johnson, Magoffin, Martin, Floyd and Lawrence counties to the 
Shrine hospital.  
Rodebaugh completed his associate degree at Big Sandy Community and Technical College and is 
currently completing his bachelor’s degree in early elementary education at Morehead State University at 
Prestonsburg.  He knows the importance of education and sponsors local programs such as Allen Elementary 
Performing Arts and Floyd Central High School Fishing School.  
Anglers Bait-N-Tackle routinely donates to Prestonsburg Health Care Center Annual Bass Tournament, 
Operation Unite, Mountain Comp Veterans, 5K Scrub Run, Paddle Fest, Prestonsburg Bowling League, Floyd 
County Rescue Squad Annual Radio Auction and members of East Kentucky Tournament Trail receive a 10 
percent discount year round.  
The MSU-SBDC presented Rodebaugh with a certificate of recognition for his dedication to his 
communities’ youth and outdoor endeavors on April 26. This was part of the anticipated celebration of small 
businesses nationally planned April 30 through May 5 during National Small Business Week.  
Stop by and check out Anglers Bait-N-Tackle while enjoying a beautiful day on the lake with your 
family. It is located at 314 Lake Road, Prestonsburg, call 606-886-1335 for more information.  






Build-A-Bed Project distributes 256 beds 
 
April 23, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---The MSUCorps AmeriCorps program and its partners participated 
in the eighth annual Morehead Build-A-Bed Project held at the Morehead Peddler's Mall.  
The mission is to provide beds to children who are living in homes with not enough beds 
or none at all.  
A total of 256 beds were built and distributed and provided to families who applied to the 
Morehead Build-A-Bed Program.  
The goal is to give beds to children PK-12, who are forced to sleep on floors, couches, or 
in beds with multiple other children or family members. This project has provided more than 
1,000 beds to children in Eastern Kentucky since it began in 2010.  
Each child received a brand new bed and mattress along with a bedtime bag containing 
sheets, pillow, blanket, stuffed animal, book, alarm clock or nightlight and a hygiene kit. 
The project accepts applications from Bath, Bourbon, Boyd, Bracken, Breathitt, Carter, 
Clark, Elliott, Fleming, Floyd, Greenup, Harrison, Johnson, Knott, Lawrence, Lee, Letcher, 
Lewis, Magoffin, Martin, Mason, Menifee, Montgomery, Morgan, Nicholas, Pike, Powell, 
Robertson, Rowan and Wolfe counties. 
“This is a very important project that provides a much needed resource to children in our 
region. We help families who are devastated by housefires, tornados, floods, and families that 
cannot provide beds for their children due to difficult financial or personal circumstances. The 
joy we get to see on the faces of the children when they pick up their brand new bed is 
priceless,” said Mary Claire Williams, program director.”  
“We will never know the true impact this project has on these children, but we know that 
research shows the importance of a good night’s sleep to overall well-being and school 
performance. We appreciate all of our volunteers, partners, and sponsors. This project would not 
be possible with the help of communities all over eastern Kentucky and our sponsors.” 
MSUCorps partnered with outreach groups including: Retired and Senior Volunteer 
Program (RSVP), Regional Education and Outreach, Gateway House Homeless Shelter, 
Frenchburg Job Corps CCC, Educational Talent Search (ETS) and Kentucky AmeriCorps 
programs. 
Details about how to help MSU Build-A-Bed project can be found at the website: 
www.moreheadstate.edu/buildabed. 
Additional information is available by contacting Williams at 606-783-2719 or email 
mc.williams@moreheadstate.edu. 
#### 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
 
Celebration of Student Scholarship observed 
April 27, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University hosted its 13th Annual Celebration of 
Student Scholarship on Wednesday, April 25.  Once again, the event spotlighted MSU as a 
premier destination for all who desire the world-class education that is catalyzed by the dedicated 
mentorship of a world-class faculty. 
“Our students did a great job. I firmly believe that the faculty who mentor students in 
research and other creative activities provide the stimulus that challenges imaginative minds in 
new and innovative ways that would be impossible within the confines of the conventional 
classroom,” said Dr. Joseph A. (Jay) Morgan, president. 
The 2018 Celebration featured 199 presentations (81 oral and 118 poster) highlighting the 
exceptional efforts of 299 undergraduate and graduate student authors and their 86 faculty 
mentors. Awards were made for presentations of Merit and Exceptional Merit, as recommended 
by a panel of 93 faculty, staff and guest judges. 
“Morehead State University has a long history of support for student research that has 
resulted in an environment that embraces the mentorship of a world-class faculty to enhance 
student engagement, retention, and critical thinking skills. Our annual Celebration is the ideal 
showcase for this time-honored dedication to student success,” said Dr. Michael Henson, 
associate vice president for research and dean of the graduate school. 
Chief photographer Tim Holbrook put together a photo gallery of the 2018 Celebration of 
Student Scholarship. 
Although most awards at the Celebration are decided by faculty/staff/guest judges in 
accordance with an official judging rubric, the Peoples’ Choice Awards for oral presentations 
and posters are chosen by the vote of all participants (students, faculty, staff and visitors) on the 
basis of perceived scholarly impact and overall quality of presentation.  Those two awards and 
those presentations receiving awards of Exceptional Merit for both oral presentation and poster 
in each college and for the Graduate School received a $150 cash award to be shared by the 
student presenters. 
  
Additional information about this event and opportunities for undergraduate research at 
MSU is available by calling 606-783-2010. 


















































































































































































































































































April 5, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics at 
Morehead State University has selected 60 students for its Class of 2020. 
“Craft Academy welcomes its fourth class; the Class of 2020. These young people represent 
some of the best and brightest students in the Commonwealth who have an expressed interest in 
pursuing a STEM career.  Craft Academy and Morehead State University look forward in 
expanding the goals and aspirations of these students as they dedicate their academic efforts to 
Imagine, Invent and Impact, Kentucky and beyond,” said Dr. Carol Christian, Craft Academy 
director. 
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics will meet the unique educational 
needs of academically gifted and talented high school juniors and seniors in the Commonwealth. 
A college-level curriculum will allow students to finish high school while also completing up to 
two years of university coursework. It will offer a residential college experience and 
environment to promote innovation and a creative enterprise, developing the full potential of the 
state’s brightest minds and most promising future leaders. 
In addition, the Craft Academy will offer unique, project-based STEM+X courses that will 
enrich educational experiences and develop competencies in entrepreneurship and innovation, 
design and creativity, and civic and regional engagement. 
Students will live on campus designed for high school aged students. The facility will have 
meeting and social space and be staffed 24/7. Counselors and advisors also will be available. 
Students were selected based on ACT scores, academic grades from their first two years of high 
school, interest in advanced STEM careers, responses to application essay questions, interview 
by the Academy selection committee and recommendations from teachers and others who can 
attest to the student’s need and preparedness for the program.  
At the end of the two years, students will have earned a minimum of 60 credit hours, finished 
high school and have the opportunity to further their education at MSU or transfer to any other 
college/university in Kentucky or elsewhere. 
Additional information on the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics is 
available by calling Dr. Christian at 606-783-9025. 
Students selected for the Craft Academy Class of 2020 are: 
Boone: Adeline Fish, daughter of Kaye Fish and Doug Fish from Larry A. Ryle High School; 
Boone: Leena Mayi, daughter of Sakareeya and Sirijun Mayi from Larry A Ryle High School; 
Boone: Isaac Bentley, son of John R. Bentley, II and April K. Bentley from Conner High School; 
Boone: Jadin Moorman, son of Vanessa Moorman and Chris Moorman from Larry A. Ryle High 
School; 
Bourbon: Zachary Hanvey, son of Andrea Aispuro from Bourbon County High School; 
Boyd: Haylee Winters, daughter of Kristie Kelley and Mat Winters from Boyd County High 
School; 
Boyd: Sydney Winters, daughter of Mat Winters and Kristie Kelley from Boyd County High 
School; 
Bracken: Garrett Flynn, son of Brian and Karla Flynn from Bracken County High School; 
Bracken: Brayden Ray, son of Deron and Jenny Ray from home schooled; 
Breathitt: Leanna Shelton, daughter of Debbie Shelton from Breathitt County High School; 
Breathitt: Evan O’Neill, son of Patrick and Jackie O’Neill from Jackson Independent High 
School; 
Breckinridge: Hunter Dockery, son of Jennifer Dockery and Greg Dockery from Breckinridge 
County High School; 
Campbell: Lydia Deaton, daughter of Leslie and Mitchell Deaton from Campbell County High 
School; 
Campbell: Anya Deaton, daughter of Mitchell and Leslie Deaton from Campbell County High 
School; 
Campbell: Thaddeus Long, son of Andrew and Anna Long from Highlands High School; 
Carter: Bailey Barker, daughter of Jason Barker and Marie Barker from East Carter High School; 
Carter: Jayde Holbrook, daughter of Shannon and Amanda Holbrook from West Carter High 
School; 
Carter: Madeline Salley, daughter of Matt and Krishna Salley from East Carter High School; 
Carter: Kevin Johnson, son of Kevin and Angela Johnson from East Carter High School; 
Carter: Douglas Waddell, son of Brigitte Blevins-Waddell from West Carter High School; 
Elliott: Noah Blevins, son of Wesley and Misty Blevins from Elliott County High School; 
Estill: William VanWinkle, son of Bill and Teri VanWinkle from Estill County High School; 
Fayette: Cassandra Davis, daughter of William L. Davis, Jennifer Lawrence and Christopher 
Lawrence from Lafayette High School; 
Fayette: Sara-Grace Marsh, daughter of J. Daniel and Tamela Marsh from The Learning Center; 
Fayette: Claire Qian, daughter of Jing Wei and Dali Qian from Lafayette High School; 
Floyd: Katlin Stumbo, daughter of Kayla and Nick Stumbo from Floyd Central High School; 
Greenup: Sara McIntyre, daughter of Vernon McIntyre and Angie McIntyre from Raceland 
Worthington High School; 
Harrison: Colton Kendall, son of Eric Kendall and Andrea Kendall from Harrison County High 
School; 
Jefferson: Claire Butler, daughter of Karen Davis and Patrick Butler from Brown School; 
Jefferson: Kelsey Heard, daughter of Julie and Tim Heard from Atherton High School; 
Jefferson: Vaibhav Vinukonda, son of Neeraja and Srinivasa Vinukonda from Dupont Manual 
High School; 
Kenton: Christopher Davisson, son of Terry and Mary Davisson from Scott High School; 
Kenton: Jordan Griffin, son of Hollie Griffin and Korey Griffin from Simon Kenton High 
School; 
Kenton: Jaeden Moss, son of William Moss and Andrea Policicchio-Moss from Simon Kenton; 
Knott: Emmanie Thomas, daughter of Misty Cortes-Thomas and Dwayne Thomas from Knott 
County High School; 
Laurel: Kaylee Donlon, daughter of Karen Bloomingburg and Kory Donlon from Corbin High 
School; 
Lawrence: Haley Roberts, daughter of Nancy Roberts and Charles Roberts from Lawrence 
County High School; 
Lawrence: Jacob Kessinger, son of Michael and Leah Kessinger from Lawrence County High 
School; 
Lincoln: Sierra Potts, daughter of Tony and Stephanie Potts from Lincoln County High School; 
Logan: Matthew Wilkerson, son of Donna and Steven Wilkerson from Russellville High School; 
Madison: Abigail Knapp, daughter of Sam and Lisa Knapp from Model Laboratory School; 
Mason: Caden Tuel, son of Jamie and Jameson Tuel from Mason County High School; 
Mason: Walker Wood, son of Beth and Andrew Wood from Mason County High School; 
McCracken: Graham Wilson, son of Jamie and Shannon Wilson from home schooled; 
Montgomery: Myiah Clemons, daughter of Cartrec Garrett from Montgomery County High 
School; 
Morgan: Carlee Potter, daughter of Dr. Tommy and Elizabeth Potter from Morgan County High 
School; 
Nicholas: Jay Thomas Giannasio, son of Kevin and Lucinda Giannasio from Nicholas County 
High School; 
Nicholas: Zachary Linville, son of Tracy and Steve Linville from Nicholas County High School; 
Pendleton: Aaron Thomas, son of Carrie and David Thomas from Pendleton County Memorial 
High School; 
Powell: William Tubbs, son of Arron and William Tubbs from Powell County High School; 
Pulaski: Joshua Loiacono, son of Michael and Elizabeth Loiacono from Southwestern High 
School; 
Rowan: Margaret Alden, daughter of Susan Thomas and Grant Alden from Rowan County 
Senior High School; 
Rowan: Alaina Back, daughter of Rufina and Timothy Back from Rowan County Senior High 
School; 
Rowan: Sydney Graham, daughter of Annette Graham, granddaughter of Nancy and John 
Graham from Rowan County Senior High School; 
Scott: Alayna Bennett, daughter of Aaron and Angela Bennett from Scott County High School; 
Scott: Emma Collins, daughter of Lori and Scott Collins from Scott County High School; 
Scott: Alex Depuy, son of Andres and Jennifer Depuy from Scott County High School; 
Union: Johnathan Baird, son of Cara Beth and William Joe Baird from Union County High 
School; 
Wayne: David Bell, son of Monica and David Bell from Wayne County High School; 
Woodford: Morgan Elmore, daughter of Monica Elmore and Jason Elmore from Woodford 






Concert Choir and Chamber Singers will present concert 
 
April 10, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Concert Choir and Chamber 
Singers will present a concert Tuesday, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. at Morehead’s First Baptist 
Church, 123 East Main Street.   
The concert, titled Concert Dulce, is a fund-raiser event for its May tour of Spain. 
Complimentary desserts and coffee will be served at intermission.  
There will be a $5 general admission charge at the door.  
Dr. Greg Detweiler conducts the 41-voice Concert Choir and 13-voice Chamber 
Singers. 
“The program grew out of my trip to Barcelona and Montserrat in 2017 and the 
images of pilgrims making their way to the basilicas of Montserrat and La Sagada 
Familia (The Sacred Family),” said Detweiler. “Our program is a series of journeys. We 
wanted to share pieces from the United States, our state of Kentucky and the Americas 
and we wanted to study pieces that honored Spanish influence in the world. The texts 
were chosen to form a kind of pilgrimage with the overall theme of walking from 
darkness to light—from the loss of love to the hope of new love, from sadness to joy, 
from loneliness to the warmth of friends’ and God’s love, from pain and death to trust, 
new life and song. The program begins in Kentucky with “…Day a breakin’ in my soul” 
and ends in three spirituals with friends encouraging each other to walk together through 
the darkness of the night, letting their anchored hearts shine all over the world.” 
Concert Choir will open and close the program and Chamber Singers will begin 
the second half of the concert. Kentucky highlights include “Bright Morning Star” from 
Harlan County and two pieces from In Song and Shade, a set of pieces based on the 
works of the famous Kentucky poet, Wendell Berry.   
Multicultural highlights include a Moses Hogan trilogy of spirituals, “Corazón 
Coraza” (Armored Heart) from Cuba, “Deus Cuidará de Ti” (God Will Take Care of 
You) from Brazil, and “Rosas Pandan” (name of a maiden from Pandan) from the 
Republic of the Philippines. Additional pieces in Spanish include Morten Lauridsen’s 
exquisite “Soneto de la Noche” (Sonnet of the Night), Rautavaara’s passionate set of four 
pieces titled Suite de ‘Lorca’, and the beautiful “Esto Les Digo” (This I tell You) by 
Kinley Lange. 
The program’s theme of light is best captured in “Stars” written for glasses of 
water and singers by Eriks Esenvalds and no piece could be a more fitting summary of 
the program than Stephen Paulus’s “Pilgrims’ Hymn.” 
Soloists include Summer Lighthall, Reagan Stamper, Ashlyn Denny, Janessa 
Broadhurst, Eliza Eaches, Noah Bruce, Michael Jarman, Andrew Hall, and Jorian 
Johnson.  Nathan Connell is the student conductor of Concert Choir. 
During the10-day tour of Spain, the concert will be presented in Madrid, 
Valencia, Montserrat, Barcelona and at the Ubeda International Festival of Music and 
Dance. Additional tour highlights include visits to the Royal Palace in Madrid, the 
Alhambra Palace in Granada, the City of Arts and Sciences in Valencia, and the Holy 
Family Cathedral in Barcelona. 
Concert Choir and Chamber Singers represent the university on regional, national 
and international tours. Recent trips have included tours to Italy, Hungary/Austria, Costa 
Rica, and Ireland.  
In 2016, Chamber Singers won two gold medals at the Musica Eterna Roma 
International Choir Festival in Rome. During the 2014 Ireland tour, the choirs competed 
in the Mayo International Choral Festival where Concert Choir won first place in the 
sacred division and Chamber Singers won the festival’s grand prize. In 2012, the MSU 
Chamber Singers also won their division with the gold diploma at the World Choir 
Games in Cincinnati. 
Additional information is available by calling Dr. Detweiler at 606-783-2480. 
#### 
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Concert on the Lawn held 
April 27, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University presented the annual President’s Spring 
Concert on the Lawn Thursday, April 26, at Wayne D. and Susan H. Andrews Hall lawn. 
The event was free and open to the public. 
This year's entertainment featured the MSU Commercial Music Ensemble and the MSU 
Jazz Ensemble. 
Additional information can be obtained by calling the Office of Alumni Relations and 
Development, at 877-690-4483 or 606-783-2033. 
#### 




Concert on the Lawn set for April 26 
April 2, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University will present the annual President’s 
Spring Concert on the Lawn Thursday, April 26, at Wayne D. and Susan H. Andrews Hall lawn. 
The event, which will begin at 5 p.m., is free and open to the public. Parking will be 
available at the Recreation and Wellness Center lot.   
This year's entertainment will feature the MSU Commercial Music Ensemble and the 
MSU Jazz Ensemble. 
Additional information can be obtained by calling the Office of Alumni Relations and 
Development, at 877-690-4483 or 606-783-2033. 
#### 




Conley receives Darling Memorial Scholarship  
 
April 3, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---The Morehead State University Foundation has announced that 
Kendra Conley of Hager Hill was named a recipient of the Jackie Darling Memorial Scholarship. 
Conley is the daughter of Wesley and Tammy Adams of Paintsville. 
Conley is completing her baccalaureate degree in the computed tomography magnetic 
resonance program.  Having completed her associate degree nearly seven years ago, Conley had 
the opportunity to know the scholarship namesake, Jackie Darling, as a professor and mentor.   
“She guided and educated me and always encouraged her students to work hard and 
continue learning to better their lives.  I believe she would be proud that I have returned to MSU 
to continue my education.  The scholarship lifted a burden off my educational journey, and I 
couldn’t be more appreciative,” said Conley. “This scholarship is making my goal a reality.” 
The scholarship namesake, Jackie Darling, joined MSU’s Department of Imaging 
Sciences faculty in 1979 as an assistant professor before being promoted to associate professor. 
She completed doctoral courses at the University of Kentucky and received Master of Arts and 
Master of Science degrees from MSU. 
 Darling was certified through the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists in 
radiography and mammography and was a recognized educator in radiologic technology at the 
national, state and local levels.  
Darling had been faculty co-advisor to Sigma Alpha Chi and Chi Beta Gamma, student 
radiography clubs. A member of numerous committees, she served on the Governance, Tenure 
and Intercollegiate committees. She also served as a Faculty Senator. 
Conley is following in her mentors footsteps by being actively involved with professional 
organizations including being nationally certified with the American Registry of Radiologic 
Technologist in Radiography and Computed Tomography and certified in Advanced 
Cardiovascular Life Support.   
Conley is an actively involved member at the Riceville New Bethel Freewill Baptist 
Church. When asked about her educational journey she said she often refers to her faith for 
motivation during her educational journey and quoted Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.”  
Recipients of the scholarship shall be full-time students who are admitted to one of the 
Imaging Sciences programs. This includes the associate degree radiologic science program 
and/or the baccalaureate imaging science program.  
Preference will be given to students in the associate degree program. Recipients should 
be identified as having financial need by MSU’s Office of Enrollment Services. 
Scholarships will be awarded on an annual basis and the award amount may vary based 
on the available funds. The recipient will be selected by a committee and is a one-time award.  
Donations may be made to MSU Foundation Inc., Jackie Darling Memorial Scholarship, 
Palmer Development House, Morehead. 
Students interested in applying should contact the Department of Imaging Sciences at 
606-783-2624 or Enrollment Services at 606-783-2000. 
                                   #### 
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Front row from left, Mark Curtis Jr., Mitchell Hehn, Terry Creech III and Coach Eric Spurlock. 
Back row from left, Dr. Jay Morgan, MSU president; Michael McCubbins, Tiler Levesque and 
Russ Mast, vice president for student affairs. Not pictured Ryan Henderson and Zach Carter. 
 
Eagles bowlers to compete in ITC 
April 17, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University men’s bowling team will compete in the 
2018 United States Bowling Congress Intercollegiate Team Championships (ITC), which opens 
Thursday at Sun Valley Lanes in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
The Eagles qualified for the ITC by finishing fourth in the Stratford, New Jersey, 
sectional qualifier. 
Under the leadership of Coach Eric Spurlock, the men made it to the national tournament 
for the third straight time. 
The men's bowling squad finished in the top 10 in the 2002-03 and 2004-05 seasons. The 
Eagles were runners-up in the 2003 tournament and took third place in 2005.  
Team members include: Zach Carter, Portage, Indiana, sophomore; Terry Creech III, 
Fairfield, Ohio, sophomore; Mark Curtis Jr., Torrance, California, senior; Mitchell Hehn, 
Cincinnati, junior; Ryan Henderson, New Orleans, Louisiana, senior; Tiler Levesque, Acushnet, 
Massachusetts, sophomore; and Michael McCubbins, Louisville senior. 
During the tournament, additional information will be available on the www.bowl.com 
website. 
Additional information is available by contacting Spurlock at 606-776-3457. 
#### 
 







April 11, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Earthwise Eagles will hold its annual 
Campuswide Earth Day Celebration on Friday, April 20, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the lawn of 
Allie Young Hall.  
The event will include a free concert featuring performances by Byrd Law, the Kentucky 
Center for Traditional Music (KCTM) Mountain Music Ambassadors, Bedford and The 
Woodsheep. The concert begins at 10:30 a.m. and will run for the duration of the celebration. 
The event also will include the annual Recyclemania Poster Contest, an MSU 
Horticulture plant and herb sale, Bee Campus USA and Tree Campus USA celebrations, 
beekeeping demonstrations, information about sustainable living and campus/community 
environmental organizations, eco-friendly games, prizes and giveaways.  All events are free and 
open to the public.  
For more information about the festival, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/earthwise. 
#### 
 




ETM students achieve 95.65 percent pass rate on CTM exam 
April 16, 2016 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Engineering and Technology 
Management (ETM) Spring 2018 graduating class achieved a 95.65% pass rate on the Certified 
Technology Manager (CTM) Exam, with 44 out of 46 students attaining a passing score.  
The exam is nationally administered through the Association of Technology, 
Management and Applied Engineering (ATMAE) to certify graduates of ATMAE accredited 
programs. The Department of Engineering and Technology Management has been accredited by 
ATMAE since 1998, with reaccreditation achieved through 2020. 
A minimum score of 95 out of 160 in the categories of Leadership, Self-Management, 
Systems, Processes, Operations, People, Project, Quality, Risk and Safety is currently required to 
qualify for certification.  
CTM is the initial certification status awarded to applicants who meet ATMAE’s 
requirements for certification. CTM certification holders may report continuing education 
activity to qualify for Certified Senior Technology Manager (CSTM) status. ATMAE 
Certification recognizes expertise in a specific field, a mark of distinction that sets the 
certification holder apart. ATMAE Certification provides external validation of knowledge and 
competence in the discipline. 
“MSU’s Engineering and Technology Management students take the Certified 
Technology Manager (CTM) exam prior to graduation in their senior year. The Chair of the 
ATMAE Board of Certification reports that the historical average national pass rate for the CTM 
exam is 67 percent and MSU’s ETM students earned over 95 percent pass rate in spring 2018. 
We are proud of ETM faculty and graduating seniors for their success,” said Dr. Ahmad Zargari,, 
School of Engineering and Information Systems associate dean. 
Additional information is available by contacting Jason Stepp, laboratories and facilities 
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Fletcher appointed to KCTCS board  
April 26, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University alumnus Dr. Wendy Fletcher (1994) has 
been appointed to Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) Board of 
Regents. 
Fletcher is an advanced practice registered nurse with St. Claire HealthCare. She 
currently holds volunteer positions with numerous community and professional organizations, 
including the Morehead State University Alumni Board, the Kentucky Coalition of Nurse 
Practitioners and Nurse Midwives and the Medicaid Nursing Technical Advisory Committee.  
Fletcher will serve for a term expiring July 21, 2023. 
The Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) is governed by a 14-
member Board of Regents. Eight members are appointed by the governor, and six are elected 
members (two members of the teaching faculty elected by faculty, two members of the non-
teaching personnel elected by non-teaching personnel, and two members of the student body 






'Health Care Job Fair' held 
April 27, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University held its second Health Care Job Fair 
with 19 organizations, which included employers and graduate schools, participating on April 
11. 
Morehead State University’s Career Services and the Department of Nursing partnered to 
host the event. 
 “The event met my expectations in bringing health care related organizations together 
with students,” said Dr. Lynn Parsons, department chair of nursing. 
Students and alumni in attendance networked with employers and graduate programs 
with the hope of landing an interview for graduate school or a full-time, part-time, clinical or 
externship position.  
“The Health Care Job Fair is a targeted fair designed to bring together organizations and 
students with an interest in a career in a health profession.  Making personal connections with 
and receiving application tips from recruiters is important in all fields,” said Megan Boone, 
career services interim director. 
More information can be found online at www.moreheadstate.edu/career or call Career 
Services at 606-783-2233. 
Additional information on the Department of Nursing is available at 
www.moreheadstate.edu/nursing. 
### 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
Health Care Job Fair set for April 11 
April 5, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Are you a Morehead State University student, alum or community 
member interested in a career in health care? If so, the Health Care Job Fair at MSU may be the 
opportunity for which you have been searching. The event is co-sponsored by the Morehead 
State University Department of Nursing and Career Services.   
The fair will be held in the Center for Health Education and Research (CHER) Room 102 
from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday, April 11. Graduate programs and employers from 
health care related fields will be in attendance. 
Participants should research the organizations, come professionally dressed and bring 
several copies of their resume. 
Organizations who have registered to be on campus include: 
Appalachian Regional Healthcare (ARH); Baptist Health Lexington; Bon Secours Health 
System; Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital; Clark Regional Medical Center; Correct Care 
Solutions; Highlands Regional Medical Center; 
Kentucky One Health - Saint Joseph Mount Sterling; King's Daughters Medical Center; 
MSU/U.K. Physician Assistant Program; Owensboro Health Regional Hospital (Owensboro 
Medical Health Systems); Ridgeway Nursing and Rehabilitation; ScribeAmerica; 
Southern Ohio Medical Center; St. Claire Regional Medical Center; Three Rivers 
Medical Center; UC Health; University of Charleston School of Pharmacy; Xavier University 
Accelerated BSN Program 
More information can be found online at www.moreheadstate.edu/career/app or call 
Career Services at 606-783-2233. 
#### 
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Inscape to host reception 
April 25, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Inscape, Morehead State University’s literary and visual arts 
publication, will host a reception Thursday, May 3, 6:30 p.m. in the Claypool-Young Art 
Gallery. 
There will be readings, visual art and food. 
Started in 1957, Inscape is an annual MSU publication with a long history of cutting edge 
visual and literary art. Media and genres of work range from prose, poetry, short story, long 
narrative, nonfiction and creative essays to photography, printmaking, painting, design, drawing, 
digital art, mixed-media, pottery and sculpture. 
The publication is coordinated by the departments of English and Art and Design. 






Kentucky Center for Traditional Music Finale Concert set for May 1 
 
April 20, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Kentucky Center for Traditional 
Music will present “Sounds Of Our Heritage,” an evening of traditional music, at the Morehead 
Conference Center, Tuesday, May 1, at 7 p.m. 
This concert is the spring semester finale. Come enjoy Bluegrass, Old Time, Country, 
Western Swing, Blues, Ballad Singing, and Gospel music performed by Traditional Music 
student ensembles.  
Some of the students who will be performing have represented Morehead State and 
mountain music and culture regionally and internationally at concerts, festivals and have been 
broadcast on television and radio. 
The concert is free and open to the public. 
For additional information, call the Kentucky Center for Traditional Music at 606-783-
9001. 
#### 












From left, Dr. William Green, Kennedy Womack, Dr. Jonathan Pidluzny and Dr. James Masterson. 
 
MSU alumnus Kennedy Womack selected for internship at The Hague  
 
April 12, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Kennedy Womack, a 2017 graduate of Morehead State University, who majored in 
government and philosophy, has been selected for a highly competitive internship at the Special Tribunal for 
Lebanon. 
The Ashland native will spend this summer at The Hague in the Netherlands, at the Tribunal’s 
headquarters. The Special Tribunal for Lebanon was created in 2005 by the United Nations Security Council to 
try those responsible for the 2005 terrorist attack in Beirut that involved the assassination of Rafik Hariri, 
Lebanon’s former Prime Minister, and that left 21 others dead and 226 injured. 
A first-year student at the University of Cincinnati College of Law, Womack has excelled since 
graduating from MSU. She has been named to the editorial staff of Human Rights Quarterly, a leading human 
rights journal published by Johns Hopkins University Press. She also serves on the Executive Committee of the 
Student Bar Association and was recently named “Student Philanthropist of the Year” by the UC law school. 
"She set the standard for achievement in my constitutional law and comparative politics courses,” said 
Dr. William Green, professor of government and Womack’s undergraduate research mentor. 
Dr. Jonathan Pidluzny, associate professor of government and government program coordinator, added 
that Womack’s success “proves there is no limit to what MSU graduates can achieve, and that the University is 
preparing students to make a real difference in the world.” 
While at MSU, Kennedy served in leadership roles in the Student Government Association, College 
Democrats, Societas Pro Legibus, Spanish Club and Pi Sigma Alpha.  
In 2016, she won MSU’s “Outstanding Student Leader” award.  She recently returned to campus to visit 
friends and government program faculty. She said that the government program was excellent preparation for 
law school and that her Canadian Parliamentary Internship was a uniquely beneficial experience. 
Additional information is available by contacting Dr. Pidluzny at 606-783-9437. 
More information on the Department of History, Philosophy, Politics, International Studies and Legal 














Morehead State University will honor the late Deeno Golding, his wife Yanya Yang and 
brother in law, Neng Yang, with the naming of the gallery. Golding was a professor in 
the Department of Art and Design for many years. 
Parking will be available in the lot behind the Baptist Campus Ministry building. The 
parking lot entrance is accessible via Second Street. 
The ceremony is open to the public. 
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EVENT:  Dedication celebration of the Golding–Yang Art Gallery 
DATE:    Friday, May 4, 2018 
TIME:    2 p.m. 
SITE:  Claypool-Young Art Building 
 
Morehead State University will honor the late Deeno Golding, his wife Yanya Yang and 
brother in law, Neng Yang, with the naming of the gallery. Golding was a professor in 
the Department of Art and Design for many years. 
Parking will be available in the lot behind the Baptist Campus Ministry building. The 
parking lot entrance is accessible via Second Street. 
The ceremony is open to the public. 








Morehead Writing Project receives $20 K grant 
 
April 9, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEAS 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---The Morehead Writing Project (MWP) has received a $20,000 
College, Career and Community Writers Program (C3WP) grant to improve the teaching of 
source-based argument writing at one area high school.  
The grant will be used to provide professional development training and other teaching 
resources to instructors at Fleming County High School with the goal of teaching students 
argument writing strategies to improve their overall writing skills.  
Dr. Deanna Mascle, an English instructor at Morehead State University and site director 
for the Morehead Writing Project (MWP), said the professional development training will give 
teachers argument writing strategies with a focus on evidence-based writing. She added the 
training has had a proven effect on student writing.  
“The students of teachers who received C3WP training outperformed their control peers 
on their use of content, structure and stance in their argument writing,” said Mascle.  
For more information about the C3WP program, contact Mascle at 
d.mascle@moreheadstate.edu.  
The MWP also will hold a workshop on argument-based writing on April 14 that is open 
to middle school, high school and college instructors. Several workshops also will be offered 





From left, Paul Hitchcock, Bryan Courtney, Tildon Johnson, Jacob Lindberg, Leeann Akers, 
Braxton Howard, Arlo Barnette and Chuck Mraz.  
 
MSPR earns 16 Kentucky Associated Press Awards 
 
April 18, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Winners in the Kentucky Associated Press Broadcasters (KAPB) 
competition were announced Saturday, April 14, in Louisville. The awards recognizes the best in 
television and radio journalism in 2017. 
The awards were announced for both professional and college entries.  
The KAPB awards competition is designed to recognize Kentucky AP members and 
staffers for outstanding performance in broadcast journalism. The competition is open to all AP 
members in Kentucky and outside Kentucky with designated market areas that extend into 
Kentucky. To be eligible to enter, entries must be about news, features or sports that occurred 
solely in Kentucky. Entries must have been broadcast in calendar year 2017. 
The KAPB college competition is designed to recognize Kentucky student broadcasters 
for outstanding performance in college broadcast journalism. The contest is open to any college 
in Kentucky. Entries must have been broadcast in calendar year 2017. 
The AP is a not-for-profit news cooperative representing 1,400 newspapers and 5,000 
broadcast stations in the United States. 
Morehead State Public Radio (WMKY, 90.3FM) earned a total of 16 awards in the 
professional and college divisions including seven first place finishes.  
“I’m extremely proud of our news team,” said Paul Hitchcock MSPR general manager. 
“MSPR continues to be the gold standard in quality news reporting. To be recognized by our 
broadcast peers is a testament to their hard work and dedication.”  
 
KENTUCKY ASSOCIATED PRESS BROADCASTERS 2017 Winners 
 
Radio College Division: 
 
 1st Place – Newscast, Jacob Lindberg and Bryan Courtney 
 1st Place - Sports Coverage, Braxton Howard ("2017 Regional High School Football 
Preview") 
 1st Place - Feature Story, Chas Jenkins ("Hogwarts Yule Ball") 
 1st Place - Public Affairs, Samantha Morrill ("Deer Tick Concerns") 
 2nd Place - Public Affairs, Arlo Barnette ("Crooked Creek Preserve") 
 2nd Place - Sports Coverage, Tildon Johnson ("WMKY Sports") 
 2nd Place - News Story, Sean Delaney ("Saudi Arabia Pulls Scholarships") 
 2nd Place - Radio Reporter, Jacob Lindberg 
 2nd Place – Newscast, Arlo Barnette 
 
Radio Professional Division: 
 
 1st Place - Long Newscast, Leeann Akers and Arlo Barnette ("Mountain Edition News") 
 1st Place - Sports Reporting, Chuck Mraz ("WMKY Sports with Chuck Mraz") 
 1st Place - Use of Sound, Leeann Akers ("Vivaldi's Gloria") 
 2nd Place - Political Coverage, Leeann Akers ("Rowan County Clerk Race") 
 2nd Place - Radio Anchor, Chuck Mraz 
 2nd Place - Long Newscast, Chuck Mraz ("WMKY Morning News") 
 2nd Place - Long Public Affairs, Chuck Mraz ("United Way of Northeast Kentucky") 
 
 
Serving more than 20 counties throughout eastern Kentucky, Ohio and West Virginia, 
Morehead State Public Radio (WMKY) broadcasts at 90.3FM from the MSU campus.  
Additional information can be found on MSPR’s website at www.wmky.org  
#### 









From left, Jacob Lindberg and Arlo Barnette. 
 
Barnette, Jacob win MSPR student awards 
 
April 12, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State Public Radio (WMKY, 90.3FM) had announced the recipients of 
two station leadership awards. 
Arlo Barnette is the recipient of the 2018 MSPR/CAB Student Leadership Award while Jacob Lindberg 
is the recipient of the 2018 MSPR Outstanding Student Award. 
Barnette, Owingsville senior, is an honors student studying English and Spanish. He has worked at 
MSPR since 2013 as a news reporter and anchor, Morning Edition host, and host/producer of Ear Shot during 
Audio Visions. Barnette also has served as a translator and music researcher at Radio Valentín Letelier in 
Valparaíso, Chile. 
Lindberg, Morehead junior, is a Convergent Media major. He has worked at MSPR since 2015, serving 
as a news reporter and anchor, Morning Edition host, and host/producer of Radio Free Morehead during Audio 
Visions. Lindberg also is the editor of the Trail Blazer, MSU's online student newspaper. 
“I congratulate both Arlo (Barnette) and Jacob (Lindberg) on their success and achievements. They are 
wonderful examples of the dedication and integrity our students show every day at WMKY,” said Paul 
Hitchcock MSPR general manager. 
“WMKY offers a variety of hands-on opportunities in a professional and educational environment. We 
value the hard work by our student staff and their commitment to our listeners,” added Hitchcock. 
MSPR relies student work-studies, interns and volunteers in a variety of roles. Throughout the year, an 
average of 20 students perform a variety of important roles at the station including news, sports and feature 
reporting, program hosting and engineering, production recording and editing. 
Serving more than 20 counties throughout eastern Kentucky, as well as parts of Ohio and West Virginia, 
Morehead State Public Radio (WMKY) broadcasts at 90.3FM from MSU’s and online at www.wmky.org.  
Additional information is available by contacting Hitchcock at 606-783-2334 or e-mail at 
p.hitchc@moreheadstate.edu.  
                            #### 
 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
 
 




April 26, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEAS 
ASHLAND, Ky.---Morehead State University’s 20th Annual Northeast Kentucky Small Business 
Awards Breakfast will take place at 8 a.m. Thursday, May 10, at the Boyd County Community Center, 15606 
State Route 180, in Catlettsburg.  
“This year, we received 40 amazing nominations in nine categories. We expect 250-plus to attend 
including nominees and their guests, sponsors, and individual and company reservations. Although we cannot 
disclose this year’s award winners, we can tell you there are winners from each of the three counties.” 
Rob Johnson, of WSAZ News Channel 3, will serve as master of ceremonies.  
This year’s event was coordinated by the Morehead State University/Ashland Small Business 
Development Center, and some of the area's top leaders in banking, economic development, business and 
industry, and education including representatives from Ashland Alliance, Ashland Community and Technical 
College, Ashland Convention and Visitors Bureau, The BlackHorse Farm, City National Bank, Community 
Trust Bank, FIVCO-ADD, Grayson Area Chamber of Commerce and United Way of Northeast Kentucky. 
This year’s award nominees are: 
Boyd County (20 nominees): A Brighter Future, Air Extreme Heating and Air, Ashland Vinyl, 
Bluegrass Mama Creations, CAB's Catering, CTB, Double Drizzle, Debra Fazenbaker, Graffix Connection, 
Health and Safety Sciences, Jimmy John’s, McLeod's Body Shop, Pawn Shop Express/Music Box Express, 
Poppin Tags, Premier Pet Salon, Purse-n-Ality, Route 5 Carpet Outlet, Slone Refrigeration, Tin Woof! Inn and 
Tri-State Floor Covering 
Carter County (11 nominees): Bush's Ribbon Rose Floral, Dan and Mindy Click, Covenant Cable, 
John B. Dean, CPA, Grayson Truck & Trailer, J. F. Lewis and Co. Furniture Store, Kiser’s Tax Service, RC 
Wealth Management, Sage Boutique, Southern Charm Boutique and Trixie's Treasures 
Greenup County (9 nominees): Advanced Primary Care, Advanced Weapons Technology, Coach 
Jones Antiques, Collectibles & Estate Sales, Enersurv, Heritage Services, Marine Diving Services, Milestones 
Therapy Center, Paradise Pools and Spas, Tri-State Vinyl and Supplies 
Seats are $15 per person and reservations will be accepted through Tuesday, May 1.  
For additional information or reservations, call 606-329-8011. 
#### 
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Prowant and Syck admitted to top doctoral programs in political science 
 
April 25, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Max Prowant and Tyler Syck, both government/political science majors and members 
of the George M. Luckey Academic Honors Program, have been admitted to top doctoral programs in political 
science. 
A native of Burlington, Prowant, has accepted an admissions offer from the University of Texas - Austin, 
where he will join Henry Quillen, a 2017 MSU graduate, in Fall 2018. At MSU, Prowant double majored in 
government and Spanish, spent a semester studying in a Spanish-immersion environment in Costa Rica, interned in 
the Canadian Parliament in 2016, and won the Abdul Rifai award for best undergraduate paper at the Kentucky 
Political Science Association. He also served on the Student Government Association and helped to found the Cicero 
Society, all while maintaining a 4.0 t G.P.A. At UT, Prowant plans to study the Middle East democracy deficit and 
Tunisia’s efforts to establish a constitutional democracy in the years following the Arab Spring. 
Syck, a native of Pikeville, has accepted an admissions offer from the University of Virginia, for  Fall 2018. 
A double major in government and history, Syck presented his research at more than a dozen conferences over the 
last four years, including the Kentucky Honors Roundtable, the Celebration of Student Scholarship, the Midwestern 
Political Science Association, and the Kentucky Political Science Association, where he was also the recipient of the 
Rifai award for best undergraduate paper. Syck served three years as president of the Honors Students Association, 
and was an active member of the Student Government Association and Cicero Society. At UVA, Syck plans to take 
an American Political Development approach to the study of the U.S. presidency, where he will have opportunity to 
work with two of the most prominent scholars in the field. 
Both students were admitted to several doctoral programs, with institutions offering each student tuition and 
stipend scholarships individually valued at up to $250,000 during 5-6 years to support their studies. 
Prowant and Syck credited their preparation to research opportunities afforded them by the undergraduate 
research fellowship program, and the support they received from the George M. Luckey Academic Honors 
Program.  Both students plan to pursue teaching careers in political science after completing their doctorates. 
Dr. Jonathan Pidluzny, associate professor of government and government program coordinator, who 
supervised both students’ undergraduate research fellowships, noted that Syck and Prowant’s success proves there’s 
no limit to what MSU students can achieve, adding that they are the sixth and seventh government/political science 
students to receive fully funded admissions offers to to doctoral programs in recent years. 
Additional information is available by contacting Dr. Pidluzny at 606-783-9437. 
More information on the Department of History, Philosophy, Politics, International Studies and Legal 




Craft Academy names Rachel Rogers-Blackwell research project manager 
 
April 16, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Craft Academy for Excellence in 
Science and Mathematics has announced the addition of Rachel Rogers-Blackwell as research 
project manager. 
 “I’m excited about the opportunity to be part of the Craft Academy at Morehead State. 
The challenging math and science curriculum coupled with the project-based STEM+X 
experience of the Craft Academy will be a model for education nationally,” said Rogers-
Blackwell. 
She was a high school biology teacher for nine years and has worked at Morehead State 
University for the last six years. Rogers-Blackwell holds a Bachelors of Arts degree in speech 
communication, Bachelors of Science degree in biology, National Board Teaching Certification, 
Master of Arts degree in teaching, educational specialist degree, and is currently a doctoral 
candidate completing her Ph.D. degree in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) education. 
She has used research to author winning grants of more than $1 million in order to fund 
programs and projects for more than 21 local school districts. Her successful track record in 
managing and working on more than $1.5 million in grant projects to date has strengthened her 
capacity to effectively manage simultaneous projects and collaborate with stakeholders. Her 
experiences during the past 15 years, enthusiasm for learning, and strong STEM background, 
assists Rogers-Blackwell in her focus on student success in education.  
As Research Project Manager, Rogers-Blackwell will help students develop strong 
relationships with campus faculty and assist with products and research to be presented at a local, 
state and national venue. In addition, she will support students in seeking summer internships 
and serve as a student liaison to the MSU faculty and local community leaders in 
seeking research /project opportunities, in addition to actively seeking competition and 
conferences. 
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics was designed to meet the 
unique educational needs of academically gifted and talented high school juniors and seniors in 
the Commonwealth. A college-level curriculum allows students to finish high school while also 
completing up to two years of university coursework while living on campus. 
The Craft Academy offers unique, project-based STEM+X courses that enrich 
educational experiences and develop competencies in entrepreneurship and innovation, design 
and creativity, and civic and regional engagement. 
Students live on campus in Grote-Thompson Hall, which has been remodeled with 
meeting and social space and 24/7 staffing. Counselors and advisors also are available. 
Students are selected based on ACT and SAT scores, academic grades from their first 
two years of high school, interest in advanced STEM careers, responses to application essay 
questions, interview by the Academy selection committee and recommendations from teachers 
and others who could attest to the student's need and preparedness for the program. 
At the end of the two years, students will have earned a minimum of 60 credit hours, 
finished high school and have the opportunity to further their education at MSU or transfer to 
any other college/university in Kentucky or elsewhere. 
Additional information on the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics 
is available by calling 606-783-9025 or at www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy. 
#### 
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Retiree Brenda L. Collins Whitt passes away 
April 3, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Longtime Morehead State University employee Brenda L. Collins Whitt, 
68, of West Liberty passed away Saturday, March 31. 
Whitt worked for MSU for 42 years before her retirement. 
She is survived by her two children, Jennifer and Keith Williams of West Liberty, and Brian and 
Kristi Whitt of Blair’s Mill; three special grandchildren, Micheal and Coral Williams, Madison Whitt, and 
Conner Whitt; one great grandchild, Ella Grace Williams; three sisters, Donna and George Elam, Delma 
and Dana Whitt, and Thelma and J.C. Haney all of West Liberty; and a host of aunts, uncles and cousins. 
Funeral service 11 a.m., Wednesday, April 4, at the Potter Funeral Home, 329 Glenn Avenue in 
West Liberty. Burial to follow in the Perry Cemetery, Blair’s Mill.  
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Front row, from left, Barb Niemeyer; immediate past president; Mark Minor, president; and 
Peggy Overly, vice president. Back row, from left, Alicia Parker, liaison to MSU; Clyde James, 
activities; Judy Yancy, public relations; Susette Redwine, secretary; and Dr. Jay Morgan, MSU 
president. Also serving on the board, but not pictured, Russ Brenglman, volunteer. 
 
Retirees Association elects board 
April 12, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- Morehead State University's Retirees Association recently elected 
new officers and named committees for the 2018-19 year during its annual luncheon and 
business meeting at the Morehead Conference Center. 
Those who have retired during the past year were recognized and President Jay Morgan 
provided comments and updates on the campus and projects. 
Serving on the executive board will be Mark Minor, president; Peggy Overly, vice 
president; Susette Redwine, secretary; Judy Yancy, public relations; Russ Brengelman, 
volunteer, Clyde James, activities; Barb Niemeyer; immediate past president; and Alicia Parker, 
liaison to MSU. 
Membership is open to both MSU staff and faculty retirees. 
Additional information is available by contacting the Office of Alumni Relations and 








PHOTO ID:  Front row, from left, Anna Gdovka, Santana Spradlin and Katie Smith. Back row from left, Colby 
Birkes, Andrew Sexton and Brandon Bryer. 
 
SGA officers for 2018-19 announced 
April 19, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- Brandon Bryer has been elected president of Morehead State University’s Student 
Government Association. He will serve as the student representative on MSU’s Board of Regents for the 2018-
19 academic year. 
A junior political science major from Scarborough, Maine, Bryer is the son of Rodney and Michelle 
Bryer. He is a student-athlete on the nationally ranked MSU Rifle Team and is a member of Pi Kappa Phi 
fraternity, where he has served on the chapter’s executive council as treasurer.  
Prior to his term as president, Bryer served as the vice chair of the Public Relations Committee during 
his freshman year and the committee chair his sophomore year. Bryer was named the 2015-16 New 
Congressmember of the Year. During his junior year, Bryer served as the SGA student body vice president and 
was a member of the vice president for Student Affairs Search Committee. He works as a resident advisor in the 
Office of Student Housing, studies as an undergraduate research fellow, and is the current president of the pre-
law society. Bryer will be attending law school after graduation. 
Also elected as executive officers of SGA were: 
Executive vice president: Colby Birkes - Birkes is a sophomore political science major, legal studies 
minor from Winchester. He is the son of Dee and Lora Birkes. Birkes is involved with the Residence Hall 
Association as president, currently serves on SGA as an at-large representative and is a member of Pi Kappa Phi 
fraternity where he serves as secretary. He plans to attend law school. 
Vice president for administration: Katie Smith - Smith is a junior business major from Harlan. She is 
the daughter of Kim and Jerry Hooten and her biological father Phil Smith. Smith has served two consecutive 
years as the College of Business and Technology representative and currently serves as the vice chair of the 
Campus Involvement Committee. She works as a resident advisor in the Office of Student Housing and is a 
member of the Student Alumni Ambassadors and Enactus. She has been involved with numerous committees 
across campus including the Title IX, Sexual Misconduct Hearing Board and the Conference Planning 
Committee. 
Vice president for finance: Santana Spradlin - Spradlin is a junior neuroscience major from Martin. 
She has been a member of SGA for two years as the College of Science representative and currently serves on 
the Finance Committee. She is a member of Gamma Phi Beta sorority.  
Vice president for public relations: Anna Gdovka -Gdovka is a junior sport management major from 
Lexington. She is the daughter of Frank and Tracey Gdovka. She has served on SGA for two years as an at-
large representative. Gdovka was named the October 2017 Congressmember of the Month for her work on the 
Campus Involvement Committee. She is a member of Delta Zeta sorority. 
Vice president for campus involvement: Andrew Sexton -Sexton is a junior psychology and Spanish 
double major from Morehead. He has served on SGA for two years as an at-large representative and is currently 
serving as the chair of the Campus Involvement committee. He was named the 2016-17 Congressmember of the 
Year as well as the March 2018 Congressmember of the Month for his work as committee chair. Sexton has 
studied abroad in Merida, Mexico, through the Benjamin A. Gilman scholarship program. 
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April 26, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Upward Bound Programs have named Shayla Ring as 
TRiO academic bridge coordinator. 
Ring, a native of Morehead, is a graduate of Morehead State University and a former Upward Bound 
student. This fall, Ring plans to begin her master's degree in adult and higher education at MSU. 
She is a 2018 recipient of the Southeastern Association of Educational Opportunity Program Personnel 
TRiO Achievers Award.  
As an active member of the community, Ring is a member of the Morehead First Baptist Church, 
philanthropy chair for the Morehead Young Professionals Association, publicity coordinator for the Cave Run 
Storytelling Festival, and currently in the Rowan County Chamber of Commerce Leadership Academy. She also 
is a member of the Morehead Theatre Guild, Morehead Woman's Club, Downtown Morehead Inc., and serves 
on the board for SafePlace and Gateway Children's Advocacy Center. At MSU, she serves on Staff Congress 
and as the advisor for Ride MSU. 
The Upward Bound Programs are funded by the U.S. Department of Education and assist high school 
students in developing the academic skills and motivation necessary to succeed in post-secondary education. 
The programs currently serve 334 first generation and disadvantaged students at Bath, Boyd, East Carter, 
Elliott, Fleming, Harrison, Johnson, Lewis, Magoffin, Mason, Menifee, Montgomery, Morgan, Nicholas, 
Robertson, Rowan and West Carter high schools.  
“The TRiO programs have been at Morehead State University for more than 50 years, that is a legacy 
that I was proud to be a part of as a student and will be diligent in preserving as an employee,” said Ring. 
Ring will serve students at East Carter, West Carter and Magoffin County high schools. 
For more information about the Upward Bound Programs contact, Amanda Lewis, director, at 







PHOTO ID: From left, MSUPD Officer Johnny Botts and Police Chief Merrell Harrison. 
‘Take Back Day’ slated for April 28 
April 20, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MOREHEAD, Ky.---Morehead State University’s Police Department and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) will host a “Take Back Day,” Saturday, April 28, from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. 
The event give the public its 15th opportunity in seven years to prevent pill abuse and theft 
by ridding their homes of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. 
Participants can bring their pills for disposal to the drop box in the lobby outside the MSUPD 
at 100 Laughlin Health Building any time before 2 p.m.  Disposed drugs may be in or out of a 
container, but needles are not permitted. All items will be collected and destroyed by the Drug 
Enforcement Administration. Please remove label or black out names on any prescription bottles. 
The police department is open 24 hours a day, year-round. The program is open to the public, 
and all drop-offs are confidential. 
Last October, Americans nationwide did their part to reduce the opioid crisis by bringing 
the DEA and its more than 4,200 local and tribal law enforcement partners a record-setting 
912,305 pounds—456 tons—of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted 
prescription drugs for disposal at more than 5,300 collection sites. That is almost six tons more 
than was collected at last spring’s event. This brings the total amount of prescription drugs 
collected by DEA since the fall of 2010 to 9,015,668 pounds, or 4,508 tons. 
This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. Medicines that languish 
in home cabinets are highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescription drug 
abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due 
to these drugs. Studies show that a majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family 
and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. In addition, Americans are now advised that 
their usual methods for disposing of unused medicines—flushing them down the toilet or throwing 
them in the trash—both pose potential safety and health hazards.  
For more information about the disposal of prescription drugs or about the April 28 “Take 
Back Day” event, go to the DEA Diversion website. 
 (www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/index.html) 
Additional information is available by calling the MSU Police Department at 606-783-2035 
or visit us at www.moreheadstate.edu/police or www.facebook.com/msupd/. 
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